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Celebrations, Ritual, Signs, and Symbols

CELEBRATION 

· A celebration is a communal event. People must get together for a common purpose.

· Contains ritual actions and words, which delineate it from another kind of celebration.

· Uses symbols, which stand for deeper meaning

We can get so busy with the ordinary pattern of activities that we neglect the people dear to us and forget about the “special-ness” of life. Celebrations remind us that our lives mean more than our daily routine/activities may express. Celebrations allow us to pause, gather together, remember, recall, reflect upon who we are in relationship to others, to the environment, and to events that shape our history, and to God.

RITUAL
In each celebration there is a specific way in which the community, the people, gathers.

To be a celebration, it must have certain elements, which determine:

1) That it is a celebration (a special activity that honors a person, event, time/day)
2) Has concrete, visible actions that have symbolic meaning for a group or community

3) There are very particular actions and words which determine the kind of celebration

4) There is an order in which certain things are done 

Once an order is established, when certain things are done in a particular sequence (this first, that second, that third…) and this is ALWAYS the ORDER in which these are done THEN we have we can be termed a RITUAL.

Every celebration has some element of ritual.

SIGN

· Celebrations and rituals are filled with signs

· Definition: an indication of something else

· Sign applies to something which provides objective evidence with, to, by, for the event, circumstance, behavior, which is reasonably expected.

SYMBOLS

· Are that through which something else is revealed, shown, manifested.

· Carry deeper meaning than signs

· Are participatory, meaning we must participate in and with them for them to have meaning

· A wedding ring is a sign that someone is married

· A wedding ring is a symbol of the love and commitment spouses hold towards each other.

· Something that stands for or represents something else, especially an idea, quality, or condition

· Examples: The lion is the symbol of courage; the lamb is a symbol of meekness; the olive branch is a symbol of peace; the cross is a symbol of Christianity.

Through celebration and ritual we use symbols to help our memories and imaginations go beyond the things we see, hear, taste, smell, and touch.

Just as we celebrate the peak moments in our life as regards our family, friends, events of our life, the Catholic Christian Church and all organized religions, invite its members to come together in a community, and celebrate our relationship with God. Catholic Christians do this when they come together to celebrate in the Mass (a Eucharistic liturgy).

The Eucharistic liturgy is a celebration… (it is a symbol and it uses symbols)

IT IS THAT THROUGH WHICH THE COMMUNITY 
OFFERS PRAISE AND THANKS TO GOD

It is communal… community gathers.  There is preparation, expectation, and anticipation of the event.
Specific colors are used for each Liturgical Season

The Presider wears special clothes, community may dress to celebrate

There are special songs that are sung

Special words that are said

Special stories from scripture are shared

Gifts are given and received (bread, wine, monetary offerings)

A special meal is prepared and shared.

It celebrates the community’s prayer of thanksgiving and praise to God.

It remembers the sacrifice God made for us and calls us to serve others as Jesus did.

It allows us to reflect upon our shortcomings and invites us to renew ourselves as to live better lives: through prayer, acts of service, and following the teachings of the Church.

It is a ritual celebration- it contains a specific sequence of actions (gestures, movements, body positions), which contain formal words and responses.
It is the central act of worship of the Catholic Church.

Rite is prescribed. It is a formal act/ ceremony that is carried out according to fixed rules.
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