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Orientation to “The Dinner Party” by Judy Chicago
OVERVIEW:


The Dinner Party shines as a large, multi-dimensional work of art created under the direction and vision of artist Judy Chicago.  Viewing the piece is like taking a walk through Western civilization with glimpses of the accomplishments of 1,038 women whose names in many cases have been forgotten in the ordinary textbooks of history.  The compelling idea of studying “her-story” has become part of Notre Dame San Jose as The Woman’s Place Project.  Sister of Notre Dame de Namur Maureen Hilliard first introduced the project to the class of 1998 in their 9th grade religion class.  We are happy to introduce you, the class of 2013, first to the history of The Dinner Party.
The Dinner Party presents a ceremonial banquet for carefully chosen guests.  Arranged on a triangular table measuring forty-eight feet on each side are a total of 39 place settings.  The “guests of honor” are designated by means of intricately embroidered runners, each executed in a historically specific manner; upon these are placed, for each setting, a gold chalice and utensils, and a china-painted porcelain plate rendered in a style appropriate to the individual woman being honored.  The names of the other 999 women are inscribed in gold on the white tile floor below the triangular table.
Begun in 1974 and finished in 1979, with the help of hundreds of collaborators, The Dinner Party celebrates traditional female accomplishments such as weaving, china painting, embroidery and sewing, which have historically been framed as craft or domestic art.

-Judy Chicago, from the Educator Packet at http://www.brooklynmuseum.org/eascfa/dinner_party/home.php
YOUR TASK (aka HOMEWORK):
Tues. 9/8/08 (do for Wed’s class)
Go to the website http://www.brooklynmuseum.org/eascfa/dinner_party/home.php (note that between “dinner” and “party” is an underscore “_”, not a space)
· Read the summary blurbs about each of the five components of The Dinner Party.

· Choose one component, click, and read the extended description.
· Take a virtual tour of the whole exhibit if your computer is able.  
· Below write 6-8 words/ phrases that capture your impressions about the exhibit.
Impressions (6-8 words/ phrases):
Wed. 9/9/08 (do for Thurs/Fri’s class)
Once more, visit http://www.brooklynmuseum.org/eascfa/dinner_party/home.php 

(note that between “dinner” and “party” is an underscore “_”, not a space)
· To visit:

· Click on “Place Settings” link on left of page.  
· Scroll down until you see “Browse” on the right side of page.  
· Click on “Browse”, to see images of all 39 plates.
· Choose one of the 39 plates, click on it to find more information about the woman for whom the plate was made. 

· In the space below, write the following about the plate and woman you selected:

· Her name
· When she lived
· One of her accomplishments
· Sketch (sketch, not picture-perfect drawing) of one of the elements of her entire place setting, e.g., the design on the plate, her embroidered name, or decoration on her table runner.
