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Block _____________
World Religions

Nostra Aetate - “Declaration on the Relation of the Catholic Church to Non-Christian Religions”

Read Vatican Council II document, Nostra Aetate.  Answer the following questions.

1. What does the Church hope this document will reflect?

2. Nostra Aetate reveals “unsolved riddles of the human condition.” What are they? Make a comparison between these unsolved riddles in the article and the basic religious questions presented in our text.  In what ways and to what extent does society today treat such riddles as relevant?
3. What “awareness” is evident through the course of history?

4. List some of the ways in which the Catholic Church recognizes the contributions of the religion of Hinduism?

5. List some of the ways in which the Catholic Church recognizes the contributions of the religion of Buddhism?

6. What is the Catholic Church’s position regarding these religions?

7. In what way does the Catholic Church differ from Non-Christian religions?  What does it see as its duty to proclaim? 
8. For whose forgiveness does the document plead?  What does it ask?

9. What metaphor is used to show the Church’s tie to Judaism?

10. What does St. Paul, and thereby the Church, maintain about the Jews?

11. Through Nostra Aetate, the Catholic Church, in 1965, condemned “any discrimination against humanity or harassment of them because of their races or condition of life or religion.”  Based on your experiences and observations, to what extent does today’s society agree with those teachings?
12. In a paragraph, describe if you think this document has any significance for us today as we begin our study of the world’s great religions.  Include anything that disturbed or surprised you in the document. 

