World Religions
Course Overview – Mrs. Collins
Notre Dame High School



Voicemail: (408) 294-1113 ext: 2142 

Fall 2009 – Spring 2010



Email: ecollins@ndsj.org

Office: Donnelly 104 (next to the computer lab)
www.mrscollinsndsj.org
Office hours: 



Block 7 or by appointment
Our first task in approaching, another people, another culture, another religion,
is to take off our shoes for the place we are approaching is holy.
Else we may find ourselves treading on people's dreams. More serious still, we may forget
that God was here before our arrival.       - Max Warren 
Course Description
This course explores the religious beliefs of the great religions of the world, with special emphasis on Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism. The course examines religion as an inseparable part of every culture and promotes movement towards tolerance and peaceful coexistence through understanding of other religious traditions. Students examine the similarities and differences that these religions have in relationship with Catholic Christianity. Each religion is studied through its seven dimensions: experiential, mythic, doctrinal, ethical, ritual, social, and material of art and architecture. Group projects focus on looking at each religion through its ritual and practice. Students have the opportunity to examine other faith traditions - giving their own beliefs new meaning and fresh perspectives.

Course Outcomes

In this course students will:

· The student will explore the nature of religion, religious experience and the dimensions of religion;
· The student knows the principle doctrines, practices and history of the world’s great religions;
· The student can examine and appreciate the great stories, sacred writings, creeds, codes and rituals of each of the world’s great religions;
· The student will gain a deeper appreciation of her own religious tradition as well as seeing similarities between the great religions of the world and her own faith system;
· The student will enhance the development of her own spirituality through a variety of prayer experiences, inspired by the religions that are studied
· The student will experience the richness and variety of the great religious traditions through video, field trips and guest speakers.
· The student will plan and lead prayer
Outline

1. Studying the World’s Religions
2. Hinduism
3. Buddhism
4. Judaism
5. Islam
6. Christianity
Evaluations


Assignments

Throughout the course, students will be assigned a number of in-class as well as out-of-class assignments. All assignments are to be completed and submitted on time. Assignments will be assessed according to a point scale – for example, each journal entry is worth ten points. You will be told in advance the point value for other assignments and major projects. The grade for each six-week grading period is determined from the total number of individual points divided by the maximum points possible. The Final Semester grade will be based on the cumulative grade for the semester (85%) and the Final Project(15%). 
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I will not answer questions about your grade during class time, please set up an appointment instead.  My office location and hours are located on the top of the first page.  Be sure to bring your binder and assignments with you to the appointment.

School Wide Letter Grading Scale:

100 – 98 A+

89 – 88 B+

79 – 78 C+

69 – 68 D+

  97 – 94 A

87 – 83 B

77 – 73 C

67 – 63 D

  93 – 90 A-

82 – 80 B-

72 – 70 C-

62 – 60 D-










59 and below F

Your grade will be “rounded-up” to the next whole number if your average is ≥ .5 .
Religious Studies Department Late Work Policy:

Work assigned in Religious Studies classes is to be completed on time and with thoughtful effort.  The purpose of homework and projects is to provide students with important course content, to offer opportunities to engage in critical thinking and self-reflection, as well as to assess comprehension.  In the event that a student anticipates that work will not be submitted on time, the student needs to communicate with the teacher prior to the due date to determine when the student's work will be submitted.  

· If an assignment is not submitted due to an excused absence, students will be given a grace period to submit their work equal to the number of school days missed.  For example, if a student misses two class days, she will be given two additional class days after her return to submit her work.  Refer to the student handbook for further information about excused and unexcused absences.

· In the event that a student is in class but the work is not submitted at the beginning of class on the assigned deadline date, then she will incur a tardiness penalty to her work. 
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For Juniors and Seniors, 10% will be deducted from the total grade for each calendar day that the assignment is late down to 30%
Assignment Types
Written Assignments

Most written assignments should be done in dark ink with legible writing on college ruled paper.  Do NOT use spiral bound paper.  Some homework assignments and reflections, as well as all formal essays, are to be typed, double-spaced and of the appropriate length.  Points are awarded for completeness, neatness, thoughtfulness, and effort.  All assignments should use the following heading placed in the upper right corner of your paper:
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Your Name

WR: Block Number

Date Assigned 
Assignment Title

Class Notes
Daily class notes are to be taken on college ruled binder paper and placed in a binder or folder.  At the top of the page,  write the date, Unit, title of the day’s lesson and notes for the day.  Daily class work, journal entries and class notes will be collected at the end of each unit of study.
Tests/Quizzes

Tests and quizzes are based on the readings and ideas covered in class.  Students are encouraged to practice their note-taking skills to facilitate their learning and retention of the course material.  Study aids and practice quizzes will be used to assist you in reviewing information and preparing for exams.  The final assessment for this course is worth 15% of the total semester grade. 

Journal Entries

Journal work will be assigned as part of a unit of study.  This area allows for contemplation, creativity and freedom of expression.  The written reflection is a response to a theme, idea, question or topic and is to be a minimum of 300 words. Creative expression for each journal entry is not required.  Journal Entries are to be included with class notes, clearly marked with a journal number and title, and turned in with class notes at the end of a unit.
[image: image4.wmf]Artistic Projects
Students will use creative means to explore the course content in a series of projects.  These will include use of visual and performing arts.  Again, expectation and assessment center on thoughtfulness, creativity, and correlation with course content.
Participation
Active and thoughtful participation is essential to this course!  You will be evaluated on your willingness to participate in classroom discussions/activities, attentiveness to other students, and preparedness for class.  Demonstrating these expectations in action and attitude suggest strong participation.

Web Site

www.mrscollinsndsj.org

For the convenience of the student, all assignments and course materials are available on the class web site.  If a student is absent, she can find class materials that may be downloaded for her use.  A direct link to the web site is available through Moodle.   
Course Materials

To be brought daily to class:
· Binder or portfolio for class handouts, notes, journal entries and assignments.  

· College ruled binder paper

· Blue or black pen

· Art Supplies (colored pencils or fine-lined markers)

· Glue stick

· Scissors

Expectations

I expect you to demonstrate respect and responsibility to yourself, others, and the environment.

Yourself
Be prepared
· In your seat, on time, homework completed and turned in, with supplies, and ready to work.  
Be present
· [image: image5.wmf]Arrive on time, ask for permission to leave room, and wait for permission to leave at end of class.  

· Mrs. Collins follows the Student Handbook (18-27) for Notre Dame’s policies on Attendance Discipline, Tardies, and Excused or Unexcused Absences.
Be active in your learning
· Active and respectful participation in the class room

· Completing all assignments thoughtfully and on time, following directions.

· Critical thinking and assessment skills indicative of a college preparatory program.

· Serious and profound reflection on the impact on class discussion and material on your life and your own spiritual development.
· Integrity means presenting your very best self at all times.  This even includes the way that your assignments look when you turn them in.  Because you are here to grow as an individual, plagiarism and cheating are absolutely inappropriate.  In the event that someone turns in work that is not her own, she immediately obtains a “0” for that assignment – at the very least.  Notre Dame’s Honor Code can be found in the Student Handbook (21-22).

· [image: image6.wmf]A Note about Plagiarism:  If you ever want to use information from the text or even paraphrase someone else’s idea, YOU MUST CITE THE REFERENCE.  Please see Mrs. Collins if you have questions about citation.

Others
Be respectful of our community.  Disrespect will not be tolerated at absolutely any level!  The rules are simple: 
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One person speaks at a time and everyone else listens.

· The person who has the floor facilitates the conversation and calls upon others to share their ideas (when that person raises her hand). 

· All attention is to be focused on our classroom (this is not a place to write to friends, finish homework for the next period, etc.)
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Be respectful of our classroom environment

· Leave the classroom neat and orderly.

· Keep food and drink out of classroom. (Bring only water bottles with caps.) 
· Personal electronic devices.  Per school policy, no cell phones, electronic games, i-pods or other personal electronic devices are allowed to be used in the classroom.  I will confiscate these devices if you use them in class.  If I suspect that you are texting (your hands are in your lap, pocket, backpack or purse), I will ask to see what you are doing and if necessary, confiscate your cell phone.  My goal is to ensure a distraction free learning environment.
You may expect: 
· [image: image9.wmf]An environment open to appropriate and thoughtful dialogue and questioning, respectful, and fair in applying class and school rules.

· A syllabus to be distributed in advance that indicates due dates and assignments.

· Timely feedback on your work in the “Evaluations” areas noted above.
· Personal academic and spiritual growth.
· A variety of instructional methods

· My respect for you demonstrated by my listening, preparation for class, availability (via email, phone, and in person), and energy.  

· My energy and excitement for this class - I am very excited to be teaching three sections of Self, Spirituality, and Scripture this year!  Each one of you young ladies brings a unique new voice, perspective, and personality to Notre Dame.  I am excited to grow and learn alongside you.  So, let’s plan to work hard, play hard, and enjoy learning every day from each other in our class this year.

Texts/Resources

· World Religions: a Voyage of Discovery, Third Edition; St. Mary’s Press by Jeffrey Brodd
· Selected articles, handouts, and in-class videos. 
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August 26, 2009
Hello Parents-

Please read the course overview given to your daughter today and sign your name to indicate that you have read it.  Your daughter is to return the bottom half of this page on Thursday, August 27th.  If you have questions of me now or later, please ask.  I look forward to meeting you on Back to School Night Thursday, September 3rd .
Thank you,

Mrs. Ellie Collins
Religious Studies Teacher
(408) 294-1113 x2142
ecollins@ndsj.org 

                                                  Notre Dame High School

                                                  596 South Second Street

                                                  San Jose, CA 95112

Web Site: www.mrscollinsndsj.org
Detach here and return tomorrow.  Keep the upper half.

Due: August  27, 2009
Student’s Name (Please print) ____________________________________

1. I have read and understand all 5 pages of the course overview for Mrs. Collins class “World Religions”
2. A question I have about religion class is...…

3.  Student’s signature _____________________________________ 

Parent’s Name (Please print) _____________________________________

1. I have read the course overview for Mrs. Collins class, “World Religions” and understand the requirements of my student’s religion class.

2. Something I would like Mrs. Collins to know about my daughter at this time is… 

3.  Parent’s signature _________________________________________
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